Stage Safety

1. Always notify cast and crew when the pit doors are open. Simply yell it out at any time.

2. No Person shall work with power tools while under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Any students using prescribed drugs which can cause drowsiness, lightheadedness, or disorientation should notify both Mr Kane and Mrs Kane. 

3. All persons working on tech crew must be properly attired. This includes appropriately length shorts or pants, close-toed shoes, shirts that cover your midriff and shoulders, hair pulled back or tucked under a hat, and loose and/or dangling jewelry/scarves removed. The director has the right to refuse your participation any day they feel your attire could cause harm to you or others.
4. Eye protection must be work when operating power tools or in the area of working power tools. Your eye glasses are not sufficient. 

5. Keep your work area clean and organized. Periodically sweep up excessive waste and return unnecessary tools to the tool area.  Your job is to keep the stage spotless and safe. This is an extremely important job.  In the past there have been some injuries that have resulted from articles being left.  
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It is your job not only to clear the stage, but to clear off stage as well.  If materials build up off stage right and left, then it will not be safe for the actors or you.  Where to put the large pieces of wood and metal?  That's a very good question and something that Mr. Kane and I have been trying to answer for many years. Please be creative in answering the question yourself.  In any case, it has to be clear off stage so no one can hurt himself or herself off stage. You know that you have done a good job if you can walk on and off stage right and left in the dark and not bump into anything except the wall.
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Also very important: Crew chiefs need to check the stage and performing space daily to make sure that our stage and set is not being abused on days that we do not have rehearsal. Take pride in our space and protect the stage!

6. You must be authorized, trained and supervised to work with power tools. This takes time. Once you are approved, at no time shall any student operate or attempt to operate any of the following pieces of equipment without supervision, authorization and training: table saw, radial arm saw, circular saw, band saw, sabre saw, drill press, and pneumatic power tools. Only adult directors can test and approve you. Not everyone is approved to use every tool. An adult MUST be with you if you are using power tools. This is not a negotiable point. The directors want this to be a safe and productive environment.
· Before operating tools, make sure all foreign materials are clear of the work area. 

· Make sure power tools are turned off before leaving that machine. 

· Never leave an unattended machine running. 

· Unplug power tools when they are not being used.

· Unplug all power tools before changing blades, buts or making adjustments.

7. Always maintain safety on ladders. Do not go above the second step on a ladder. Always work with a partner to spot you on the ladder.

8. Resist the urge to play with props and costumes. Most likely they won’t fit you properly or they will break. 

9. Always use common sense – no running, no throwing items, no painting your neighbors.  School rules apply.

10. Always measure twice, check with a director, measure again and then cut. 
11. Everyone works together and does the job they are assigned. Technical theatre is a team effort. 

12. In order to help run a show, you must show knowledge of the show: the story, the theme, the scenes, the characters and the technical aspects of it. You must show daily commitment and attend all rehearsals. You must be responsible and use common sense. You must be a positive team player willing to help in any capacity.
13. To become a crew chief, you must have at least one year of technical theatre experience prior to the show. You must show dedication and commitment and a special interest in a specific field. You will be responsible for other students and you will report directly to the adult directors. Your time commitment will be more and your responsibility will be more. You will still need to be a team player and help in other fields.

